THE VISION, MISSION AND VALUES 

OF WAYZATA EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
Vision:
To be a multigenerational church growing in our love for God and people, relevantly engaged as followers of Jesus in our local community and throughout the world.

Mission: 
To help all people take their next step in knowing and following Jesus.

Values:  
These values are core to how we carry out our vision and mission. 
ENCOUNTER GOD 
Wayzata Free Church is a place where men, women, and children encounter God through the person of Jesus Christ.

Presence and Power

· To lead people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. (I Peter 3:18; Galatians 1:3-5)

· To be a place and a people where the presence of God is tangible – a community where humble, hungry hearts will say, “God is here!” 

(I Corinthians 14:24-25; Ephesians 3:14-19)

· To walk in the presence of God (full of His Spirit), so that His powerful presence is available to all, at any time, making Jesus known to all.
(Luke 4:1,14,36-37; 5:15-17; 6:17-19; 7:16-17; 8:46; 9:1-2)
· To know the revelation, reality and truth of Jesus through the study of God’s Word and the witness of the Holy Spirit. (John 6:39; 16:12-13; I John 2:26-27)

Spirit Led and Kingdom Driven
· To be a community that places a priority on prayer, listening to God and teaching others to develop this ear for God. (Mark 1:35-39; Luke 4:42; 5:16; 6:2; 9:18,28; 11:1; 18:1; John 10:27)

· To be a thankful and worshipful people putting Jesus on display everywhere through our witness to His goodness and greatness (Luke 9:43; I Peter 3:15) by the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-25; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Romans 8:29)

· To be a community that draws together all believers and churches in our geographic area to extend God’s Kingdom and transform our communities. (Letters to the churches in Rome, Ephesus, Galatia, etc.) 

Faith, Expectation and Healing 

· To create a culture of faith that God is always good and is able to do more than we can ask or imagine. (Mark 9:19; 11:22-24; John 14:12-14; Ephesians 3:20-21; James 1:16-18)
· To believe God to do the impossible in our lives, families, communities and the world. (Mark 9:23; Luke 1:37)

· To believe that God has given the followers of Jesus the power and authority to heal and destroy the works of Satan in all areas of life – spiritually, physically, mentally, emotionally and relationally. (Luke 9:1-2; 10:19-20; Acts 10:38)
GROW IN COMMUNITY
Wayzata Free Church is a place that celebrates new births, the conclusion of lives well-lived and everything in between, committed to growing as a community.

Unity, Peace and Maturity
· To make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3; John 17:20-23)

· To create a culture of peace through biblical principles. (Matthew 5:9; 18:15-17; Romans 12:17-21)

· To be an authentic community discovering and deploying our spiritual gifts; encouraging and strengthening one another toward maturity. (Ephesians 4:11-13; I Corinthians 12 and 13)

Grace and Truth

· To be people full of grace and truth (John 1:14), living out the unconditional love and acceptance of Jesus through truth-filled lives. (Ephesians 4:15,25)

· To know and follow God’s Word so that we can better show our love to God, others and all creation. (Mark 12:28-31; John 5:37-40; 8:31-32) 
· To daily be transformed into the character of Christ. (Romans 8:28-29; 
I Peter 2:21-23; Galatians 5:22; 2 Peter 1:3; James 1:2-4)
· To become a community that equips one another to live genuinely loving lives with our spouses, families, at work, in our schools and within our neighborhoods. (Colossians 3:12-14)
IMPACT OUR WORLD 
Wayzata Free Church is a place with a strong missional emphasis, called to love and serve all people both near and far.

Biblically Based and Culturally Relevant

· To hold firmly to the biblical authority and sufficiency of God’s Word as our guide to faith and practice. (II Timothy 3:16; also refer to the EFCA Statement of Faith)
· To effectively engage our culture, understanding its language, hopes and hurts through the eyes Christ and the lens of His Word. (John 1:14; I Corinthians 9:19-23)
· To always create a place in our local body for the next generation through loving, valuing, and mentoring them. (II Timothy 2:1-2)
Evangelistically Driven, Doing Good and Loving Mercy

· To make Jesus known as the Lord and Savior to every person God places in our lives. (Matthew 28:18-20; John 14:6; Acts 2:38)
· To be known in our local community as a beacon of light and love through doing good. (Acts 10:37-38)

· To promote justice, mercy and humility everywhere and always. (Micah 6:8; Luke 18:1-8)
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